
The Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Texas 
2022 1st BOA Meeting 

April 1, 2022 
Menger Hotel, San Antonio, TX 

Cavalier Room 

 

A quorum being present, Governor Prarie Counce called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Elder Glen Alden led the invocation. 
 
Governor Counce welcomed BoA members present then introduced Parliamentarian Lisa Pennington 
and Recording Secretary Nancy Branstiter. 
 
A copy of the agenda was presented to all in attendance.  A motion was made to adopt the agenda.  The 
motion was seconded and a vote was taken.  The motion passed and the agenda was adopted. 
 
Governor Counce asked Dr. James Battles to serve as Timekeeper for the 2022 BoA meetings and the 
Annual Meeting.   There were no objections to the appointment and the appointment was approved. 
 
Governor Counce asked Steven Williams and Barbara Cohen to serve as Tellers for the 2022 BoA 
Meetings and the Annual Meeting.  There were no objections to the appointments and the 
appointments were approved. 
 
Minutes of the 2021 Zoom Meetings were read and approved by a committee of three members, 
Charles Princes, Sheryl Schilling and Laine Miller, appointed by Governor Judy Allen. 
 
Governor Counce appointed a committee of Cathy Bambenek, Kimberly Florsheim and Marsha Jernigan 
to read and approve the Minutes of the 2022 BoA and Annual Meetings. There were no objections to 
the appointments and the appointments were approved. 
 
A motion to ratify the following BoA email actions was made by Dr. James Battles and a second by Cathy 
Bambanek.  The motion to ratify the BoA email actions shown below was ratified.   
 July 5, 2021:  Approved three projects reviewed by the Ad Hoc 2020 Committee: 

1. Project to fund a gift to enable a webinar on history for our Mayflower youth and 
members. 

2. Project to fund a one-time scholarship for a Wampanoag youth in memory of the first 
Harvest Festival in 1621. 

3. Project to fund a gift to the General Society of Mayflower Descendants designated for 
restoring and preserving the woodwork in the Mayflower House in Plymouth. 

 
September 16, 2021:  Approved Co-Historians, Kimberley Calaway and Laurie Behn. 
 
November 17, 2021:  Approved Assistant Historians, Charles Mangum, Kellie Mathieu and Peggy 
Durack. 
 
January 4, 2022:  Approved Assistant Historian, Sandy Sahagian. 
 
January 30, 2022:  Approved the appointment of Charles Bass as an Endowment Committee 
trustee. 
 
February 6, 2022:  Approved the appointment of Lisa Pennington as Parliamentarian. 
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Officer and committee reports were provided ahead of this meeting so that, in the interest of time, only 
reports needing action or having recommendations need to be read.  Officer and committee reports, 
along with the approved meeting minutes, will be posted in the “members only” section of the website.   
 
Reports were read by the following committees: 

• Linda Hill – Treasurer and the Finance Committee made the following recommendations: 
1. The Total Scholarship budget for 2023 should be raised to $10,620 with the first-place 

winner receiving $6,000, the second-place winner receiving $3,000, and a third-place 
winner receiving $1,620. 

2. The Colony Education fund category should be expanded to allow funds for the state 
society to provide statewide educational programs  The amount allocated should be the 
same as the individual colony allotment of $500.  This would raise our Colony/State 
allotment to $5,000. 

 
• Bart Henson – Financial Records Review Committee made the following recommendations:   

1. Engage an independent Accountant familiar with QuickBooks to prepare a Form 990 tax 
return for the Texas Mayflower society OR to perform a financial process, records, and 
procedures review at least every 3 years beginning in 2022.  Continue to budget $5000 
in 2022-2023 to accomplish this first professional review. 

2. Seek a capable candidate to help the Treasurer in the annual collection of dues process, 
such as entering PayPal dues payments into our membership database. 

3. Arrange further work in 2022-23 to ensure that our Historian records system, the 
Membership Database system, and the Desktop QuickBooks accounting system are 
better integrated with each other to reduce the extra workload and manual reentry by 
the Treasurer as well as improve the sustainability, availability and reliability of the 
information. 

 
A motion was made to approve the recommendations of the Financial Records Review Committee.  The 
motion passed. 
 

• Mike Nichols , Chairperson of the Endowment Committee, was not able to be with us.  Linda Hill, 
a member of the Endowment Committee, presented Mr. Nichols’ report.  The Endowment 
Committee made the following recommendations: 

1. In 2020 the General Society increased the Per Capital fee we pay by $20 per active 
member.  This has a serious impact on our Life Membership Fund.  We recommend 
continuing to monitor the number of new Life Members and the investment returns in 
order to keep this fund healthy. 

2. Assuming we have 5 (or more) new Life Members each year, and our Life Member Fund 
total increases by 4% (or more) per year, the Life Member Fund should remain sufficient 
to pay the annual dues of life members at least through 2055. 

3. We recommend continuing to allocate no more than 4% of our Mayflower Fund to pay 
for Education, Library and Scholarship Charitable activities.  For the 2022-2023 Fiscal 
Year, this is up to $25,917.76. 

4. Move the Vanguard Intermediate-Term Bonds into Vanguard Intermediate-Term 
Investment Bonds. 

5. Move the 2021-2022 surplus of $22,838.20 into the Mayflower Fund as Vanguard Long-
Term Investment Grade Bonds. 

6. Approve the proposed Texas Mayflower Fund Policy and the Texas Life Member Policy. 
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Texas Mayflower Fund Policy 

1. Previous donations have been made to the Texas Mayflower Society for its charitable purposes. 
These funds are known as the Texas Mayflower Fund. This policy establishes the guidelines for 
use of monies derived from that fund.  

2. The Mayflower Fund has been established as a separate fund from the other Texas Society 
funds. The Mayflower Fund may be maintained at different financial institutions as deemed 
appropriate by the Endowment Committee.  

3. The Texas Society Governor and the Treasurer are the only ones authorized to change 
investments in the fund. The Endowment committee chair shall have Information-Only access to 
the fund.  

4. Management of the fund shall be by the Treasurer as directed by the Endowment Committee.  

5. The Endowment Committee provides advice and oversees in the investment of the monies 
obtained and held by the Texas Mayflower Fund.  

6. Since TXSOMD intends this fund to last for perpetuity, the investment horizon is long-term.  

7. We expect that the investments in the fund will increase and occasionally decrease over the life 
of the fund, recognizing that markets boom and bust. Longer-term growth will require some 
volatility which will be judged normal.  

8. To help maintain the principal of the fund and allow it to increase over time, the committee 
shall direct the Treasurer to invest the funds in stock funds, dividend yielding stock funds, 
bonds, bond funds, REITs, REIT funds and similar investment vehicles that allow for a balanced 
investment approach. As appropriate, the committee may seek the advice and counsel of 
professional advisors in both the maintenance and specific investments within the Fund.  

9. Some types of possible investments would NOT be considered appropriate, such as non-traded 
assets/REITS, collectibles, digital assets like Bit Coin, and the general category of Alternative 
Investments.  

10. Additionally, we should not leverage our investments by any borrowing.  

11. The Mayflower Fund shall be managed with the intent that fund income and a portion of the 
fund growth shall be available for use by the Texas Society for educational, charitable, and other 
purposes consistent with the charitable objectives of the Texas Society. This includes:  

 
a. funding the Texas Mayflower Scholarships program,  
b. the placement of the Mayflower Families books in Texas public libraries, and  
c. the educational activities of the colonies of the Texas Mayflower Society.  

12. Both fund earnings and fund appreciation may be tapped for disbursement to meet payout   
demands.  

13. In accordance with both preserving the gifted principal and maintaining the long-term growth 
and health of the Mayflower fund, no more than 4% of the ending balance of the Fund shall be 
used during the budget year. Furthermore, any monies from the fund shall only be utilized for 
the charitable objectives of the Texas Society and not for the annual maintenance, general 
operations, and overhead incurred by the Society.  
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14. The Endowment Committee shall prepare a Report in conjunction for the annual Board of 
Assistants (BoA) meeting of the Society. The Report shall outline the funds held within, the 
nature of the investments, gain or loss during the reporting period, and calculation of the 4% 
that can be utilized by the Board and budgeted for charitable purposes.  

15. The Endowment Committee may make recommendations how the monies will be allocated for 
charitable purposes. This recommendation should then be included in the Annual Budget and 
recommended for approval by the BoA. Only the amounts actually used shall be withdrawn 
from the fund.  

16. Use of the entire 4% shall be discretionary and will be determined by the Annual Budget and as 
approved by the BoA. The BoA may determine that utilizing all of the 4% is unnecessary. When 
this occurs, the unused portion will remain in the Mayflower fund and continue to be invested.  

17. Texas Mayflower Society Members and legal entities shall be encouraged to donate to the Texas 
Mayflower Fund. If the Society Member provides a donation, either while alive or as a 
beneficiary of his/her estate, and it is designated by the individual to go directly to the 
Mayflower Fund or to the Texas Mayflower Society for general charitable purposes, it will be 
determined that the individual would like funds provided to Texas Mayflower Fund. This does 
not eliminate Society Members from designating funds into the Texas Society Operating Fund 
for individual monetary appeals or specific fundraising events that may occur from time to time. 
The Society shall recognize monetary and other gifts to the Society during the year, including the 
donor’s name, unless the donor informs the Society otherwise.  

 
Texas Life Member Fund Policy  

1. TXSOMD offers lifetime memberships to TXSOMD members over 18 years of age. These fees are 
accumulated in the Texas Life Member Fund. This policy establishes the guidelines for use of 
monies derived from that fund. 

2. The Texas Life Member Fund has been established as a separate fund from the other Texas 
Society funds. The Texas Life Member Fund may be maintained at different financial institutions 
as deemed appropriate by the Endowment Committee.  

3. The Texas Society Governor and the Treasurer are the only ones authorized to change 
investments in the fund. The Endowment committee chair shall have Information-Only access to 
the fund.  

4. Management of the fund shall be by the Treasurer as directed by the Endowment Committee.  

5. The Endowment Committee provides advice and oversees in the investment of the monies 
obtained and held by the Texas Life Member Fund.  

6. Since TXSOMD intends this fund to last for perpetuity, the investment horizon is long-term.  

7. We expect that the investments in the fund will increase and occasionally decrease over the life 
of the fund, recognizing that markets boom and bust. Longer-term growth will require some 
volatility which will be judged normal.  

8. To help maintain the principal of the fund and allow it to increase over time, the committee 
shall direct the Treasurer to invest the funds in stock funds, dividend yielding stock funds, 
bonds, bond funds, REITs, REIT funds and similar investment vehicles that allow for a balanced 
investment approach. As appropriate, the committee may seek the advice and counsel of 
professional advisors in both the maintenance and specific investments within the Fund.  
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9. Some types of possible investments would NOT be considered appropriate, such as non-traded 
assets/REITS, collectibles, digital assets like Bit Coin, and the general category of Alternative 
Investments.  

10. Additionally, we should not leverage our investments by any borrowing.  

11. The Texas Life Member Fund shall be managed with the intent that the fees from new Texas Life 
Memberships plus the fund growth should be available to pay the TXSOMD and GSMD annual 
dues for all living Life Members.  

12. A Life Member Fund Analysis spreadsheet should be updated each year with the list of all living 
TXSOMD Life Members. It should also be updated with new data as the Social Security 
Administration updates life expectancies. An annual growth fate of no more than 4% shall be 
used as the planned growth rate for the fund.  

13. Monies from the fund shall only be utilized to pay the annual dues of living TXSOMD Life 
Members.  

14. The Endowment Committee shall prepare a Report in conjunction for the annual Board of 
Assistants (BoA) meeting of the Society. The Report shall outline the funds held within, the 
nature of the investments and the gain or loss during the reporting period.  

 
A motion was made by Kimberly Florsheim to adopt the recommendations of the Endowment 
Committee as written.  A second was made by Dr. James Battles.  The motion to adopt was approved. 
 
A motion was made by Kimberly Florsheim to adopt the policies as written in the Endowment 
Committee report.  A second was made by Cathy Bambanek.  The motion to adopt was approved. 

 
New Business: 
 
A motion was made by Kimberly Florsheim as follows: 
 

That Standing Rule #8 (of the TXSOMD) be changed to a “registration fee of Twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) shall be paid by members and a registration fee of Ten Dollars ($10.00) for guests 
attending the Annual Meeting. This registration fee shall be collected by the host colony to help 
defray expenses.  The host colony of the Annual Meeting shall also receive Six Thousand dollars 
($6,000.00) from the State Society to help defray expenses of the Annual Meeting, with receipts 
to be provided to the State Treasurer upon conclusion of the Annual Meeting within forty-five 
(45) days.  Any funds not used shall be returned to TXSOMD.  This monetary assistance from the 
State to the host colony shall be transferred to the host colony at least eight (8) months in 
advance of the Annual meeting in question”. 

 
The second was made by Bart Henson.  The motion was adopted. 
 
A motion was made by Lisa Pennington as follows: 
  

That TXSOMD apply to host the 2025 GBOA meeting in San Antonio. 
 
The second was made by Dr. James Battles.  The motion was adopted. 
 
Governor Counce adjourned the meeting at 7:14 p.m. 
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The Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Texas 

2022 Annual Meeting 
April 2, 2022 

Menger Hotel, San Antonio, TX 
Minuet Room 

 

The 2022 Texas Mayflower Society State Annual Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Governor 
Prarie Counce. 
 
Elder Glen Alden led the invocation. 
 
Dr. James Battles, Captain, with the Texas Mayflower Society Guard conducted the Flag Ceremony. 
 
Governor Counce welcomed all in attendance. 
 
Governor Counce welcomed General Society officers who were in attendance.   
 
Governor Counce recognized those members of the Texas Society who serve as either General Society 
Committee Chairs or as Committee members. 
 
Governor Counce thanked those who are serving as Texas Society Officers, committee chairs, appointed 
positions, Colony Governors and Board of Assistant Representatives.  She also welcomed new members 
and those who were attending this Annual Meeting for the first time. 
 
Governor Counce thanked the San Antonio Colony for hosting the 2022 State Annual Meeting and San 
Antonio Colony Governor Marsha Jernigan. 
 
Mary Eck, San Antonio Colony Treasurer presented the Credentials Report as follows: 
 
 General Officers Attending   2 
 Texas State Officers Attending   17 
 Colony Officers Attending   17 
 Colonies: 
  Central Texas Colony Attendees  8 
  Corpus Christi Colony Attendees 0 
  Dallas Colony Attendees  10 
  High Plains Colony Attendees  5 
  Houston Colony Attendees  6 
  San Antonio Colony Attendees  15 
  Tyler Colony Attendees   1 
  Waco Colony Attendees   3 
  West Texas Colony Attendees  2 
  
 Guests Attending    28 
 Members Attending    48   
 
A motion was made to adopt the Credentials Report.  A second was made.  The Credentials Report was 
adopted. 
 
The Standing Rules for the 2022 State Annual Meeting were printed in the Program.  A motion was 
made to adopt the Standing Rules for the Meeting.  A second was made.  The Standing Rules for the 
State Annual Meeting were adopted. 

Page 6 of 9



The Program for the 2022 State Annual Meeting was printed and given to members at registration.  A 
motion was made to adopt the Program for the 2022 State Annual Meeting.  A second was made.  The 
Program for the 2022 State Annual Meeting was adopted. 
 
At the April 1, 2022 Board of Assistants meeting, the following actions were approved: 
 

• Dr. James Battle was approved as Timekeeper for the 2022 BoA meetings and the Annual 
Meeting. 

 
• Barbara Coen and Steve Williams were approved as Tellers for the 2022 BoA Meetings and the 

Annual Meeting. 
 

• Minutes of the 2021 Zoom Meetings were read and approved by a committee of three 
members, Charles Princes, Sheryl Schilling and Laine Miller, appointed by Governor Judy Allen. 

 
• Governor Counce appointed a committee of Cathy Bambenek, Kimberly Florsheim and Marsha 

Jernigan to read and approve the Minutes of the 2022 BoA and Annual Meetings. There were no 
objections to the appointments and the appointments were approved. 

 
• The following BoA email actions were ratified: 

 July 5, 2021:  Approved three projects reviewed by the Ad Hoc 2020 Committee: 
1. Project to fund a gift to enable a webinar on history for our Mayflower youth and members. 
2. Project to fund a one-time scholarship for a Wampanoag youth in memory of the first 

Harvest Festival in 1621. 
3. Project to fund a gift to the General Society of Mayflower Descendants designated for 

restoring and preserving the woodwork in the Mayflower House in Plymouth. 
 

September 16, 2021:  Approved Co-Historians, Kimberley Calaway and Laurie Behn. 
 
November 17, 2021:  Approved Assistant Historians, Charles Mangum, Kellie Mathieu and Peggy 
Durack. 
 
January 4, 2022:  Approved Assistant Historian, Sandy Sahagian. 
 
January 30, 2022:  Approved the appointment of Charles Bass as an Endowment Committee 
trustee. 
 
February 6, 2022:  Approved the appointment of Lisa Pennington as Parliamentarian. 

 
Governor Counce recessed the meeting at 9:55 a.m. for lunch. 
 
Governor Counce called the meeting to order at 2:45 p.m.  
 
Elder Glen Alden led the Annual Memorial Service. 
 
Reports were read by the following committees: 

• Linda Hill – Treasurer and the Finance Committee  
• Bart Henson – Financial Records Review  
• Mike Nichols , Chairperson of the Endowment Committee, was not able to be with us.  Linda Hill, 

a member of the Endowment Committee, presented Mr. Nichols’ report.   
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At the April 1, 2022 Board of Assistants meeting, the recommendations and policies of the Treasurer, 
Financial Records Review Committee and the Endowment Committee were approved. 
 
Governor Counce recessed the meeting at 3:30 p.m. 
 
At 3:55 p.m., Governor Counce called the second Board of Assistants meeting to order. 
 
Treasurer Linda Hill presented the 2022-2023 Budget of the Texas Society of Mayflower Descendants. 
 
A motion was made as follows:  to raise the scholarship amounts to $6000 for 1st place; $4000 for 2nd 
place; and $2000 for 3rd place.  A second was made.  A vote was taken and the motion passed. 
 
Kimberly Florsheim made a motion to add $1620 to the scholarship budget.  The second was made by 
Cathy Bambenek.  The motion failed.   
 
A motion was made to adopt the 2022-2023 Budget as presented with scholarship changes noted above.  
A second was made.  The motion to adopt the budget was approved. 
 
Governor Counce recessed the meeting. 
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The Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Texas 
2022 State Banquet 

April 2, 2022 
Menger Hotel, San Antonio, TX 

Minuet Room 
 
Governor Prarie Counce called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Former San Antonio Colony Elder Marie Schmutz read the invocation. 
 
Governor Counce welcomed guests. 
 
San Antonio Colony Governor Marsha Jernigan welcomed guests. 
 
Michael Byrne of the San Antonio Colony introduced the speaker, Alan C. Huffines. 
 
Lisa Pennington of the Houston Colony read the Mayflower Compact. 
 
Bart Henson of the Houston Colony read the Ancestor Roll Call. 
 
Awards Chair Jacqie Peribo presented the 2022 State Mayflower Award for Long and Distinguished 
Service to Lisa Pennington. 
 
Scholarship Chair Cathy Bambenek presented the 2022 scholarship winners. 
 
John McWilliams, Governor of the Dallas-Ft. Worth Colony, extended an invitation to all to attend the 
2023 Annual State Meeting in Dallas on March 31 through April 1, 2023. 
 
Governor Counce gave closing remarks. 
 
Elder Glen Alden led the benediction. 
 
Governor Prarie Counce adjourned the 2022 State Annual Meeting at 9:05 p.m. 
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